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butchery. General Ignatieff took good care that the
misdeeds of the Slavs should be minimized and those
of the Turks magnified, for the benefit of a credulous
and uninformed Western public.1 The patriotic party
at Constantinople saw that there was no time to lose
if the Empire was to be saved. Abdul Aziz was de-
throned (May 30, 1876), and was succeeded by the un-
happy Murad, who, in his turn, after a few weeks proved
mentally unfit, and was replaced by Abdul Hamid (Sep-
tember i). Simultaneously, the famous Midhat Pasha
" the most energetic and liberal of the Turkish statesmen
. . . the hope of the Mussulman reformers and of the
Christians/'2 assumed the control of affairs, and induced
the Sultan to promulgate a Constitution.

Russia, alarmed at this new turn, hastened matters,
and in so doing she found herself in harmony with the
Turkish reactionaries. Abdul Hamid got rid of Midhat
Pasha and his reforms on February 5,1877; Russia smashed
the Constitution by declaring war against Turkey on
April 19. Austria, squared beforehand with the per-
mission to occupy Bosnia and Herzegovina,'and England
wrought to a high pitch of anti-Turkish indignation by
the one-sided and exaggerated accounts of atrocities
which General Ignatieff had caused to be disseminated
through his American and other dupes, left Russia to do
her worst with Turkey. She did it so thoroughly that

1 Some fresh illustrations of the gallant general's skill in de-
ception have recently been supplied by the candour of his secre-
tary at the time. See M. Nelidow's " Souvenirs " in the Revue
des De^t,x Mondes, May 15, 1915, p. 331. They will cause no sur-
prise to those who know how high his reputation for unveracity
always stood even among diplomatists : witness Sir Horace
Rumbold's Recollections, ii. 311-312.

3 Sir Henry Elliot to the Earl of Derby, Dec. 19, 1876, in Blue
Book, Turkey", 3 (1876), No. 105. Ample materials for this
chapter of Ottoman history will be found in this and the other
official publications : Turkey, 2 and 5 (1876); i, 2, and 3 (1877).